So                              MORE REFORMS

interested in that measure and wish to extend it to all my State.
If properly worked it will turn out a most useful measure. It
will be a keystone of what I wish to develop in my State. Do
not believe that I am going to have other elective bodies like
that. ... I hate to have a constitution which will weaken the
hands of the already feeble Rajas. In their solid strength lies
the interest of the people/ *

Time was to modify these somewhat uncompromising
views, but although Local Boards have since been estab-
lished their powers are limited and are subject to strict
control.

In 1892 the Maharaja wrote that he "had lately sanc-
tioned a Municipal Scheme which embodies in it the rules
and principles of election'. It was frankly an experiment:
*lct us see how it works'. But it was not until 1904 that
the Local Self-Governnicnt Act was passed, which set
up boards in every district and sub-district in the Raj*
There was a strong official clement in them and a strict
control was maintained. It was perhaps a bold experi-
ment, following in principle, and to some extent in detail,
the movement towards democracy in British India, but
it has had only a qualified success. The principal roads and
other public works remained with the State Department;
the boards were given full control over primary educa-
tion, but they neither understood the compulsory measure
nor cared to enforce it, with the result that Government
resumed control; medical and sanitary work was left to
the Medical Department, and though the Local Boards
have some kind of shadowy control over veterinary work,
the technical management is with the Director of Agri-
culture. Shorn of all the principal work which usually
falls to a Local Board, not because of any jealousy on the
part of the Maharaja and his Government, but from a
distrust of their own administrative powers, the Local
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